
You and your teacher must choose which assignments are best for you! 
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Week 34: READING ASSIGNMENT CHART: Saints and Martyrs 

Hi
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 � Who Were the Romans? 
(Usborne Starting Point 
History) by S. Tahta and 
Phil Roxbee-Cox, p. 16-19 

� Famous Men of Rome 
($)☺ ed. by Cynthia and 
Robert Shearer. Read 
about Marcus Aurelius 
and Diocletian 

� Ancient World ($)☺ 
(Illustrated World history) 
by Jane Chisholm and 
Anne Millard, p. 268 

� Selections from Foxe’s 
Book of Martyrs 

 

� Ancient World ($)☺ 
(Illustrated World history) 
by Jane Chisholm and 
Anne Millard, p. 268 

� Selections from Foxe’s 
Book of Martyrs 

� Holman Bible Atlas ($)☺ 
by Thomas Brisco, p. 265-
276 

 

Hi
st
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y:

 In
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� *The Colosseum: How It 
Was Built and How It Was 
Used (Great Buildings) by 
Peter Chrisp (J 937 CHR) 

� Emperors and Gladiators 
by Anita Genari Ch. 6, 10 
(Week 4 of 4) 

� Famous Men of Rome 
($)☺ ed. by Cynthia and 
Robert Shearer. Read 
about Marcus Aurelius 
and Diocletian —aloud  

� *Gladiator by Richard 
Watkins (J 937 WAT) 1 
OR 

� *The Roman Colosseum 
by Elizabeth Mann (J 937 
MAN) OR 

� *The Colosseum: How It 
Was Built and How It Was 
Used (Great Buildings) by 
Peter Chrisp (J 937 CHR) 

� Emperors and Gladiators 
by Anita Genari Ch. 6, 10 
(Week 4 of 4) 

� *Gladiator by Richard 
Watkins (J 937 WAT) OR 

� *The Colosseum: How It 
Was Built and How It Was 
Used (Great Buildings) by 
Peter Chrisp (J 937 CHR) 

� *Gladiator by Richard 
Watkins (J 937 WAT) OR 

� *The Colosseum: How It 
Was Built and How It Was 
Used (Great Buildings) by 
Peter Chrisp (J 937 CHR) 

Li
te

ra
tu

re
 

� Enjoy listening to your 
teacher read true stories 
from the Book of Acts 
about the adventures of 
the Early Church!  
(Week 1 of 2) 

� *The Eagle of the Ninth 
by Rosemary Sutcliff (JUV 
FICTION) (Week 2 of 2) 

� *Quo Vadis? by Henryk 
Sienkiewicz (FICTION) 
(Week 2 of 4) OR 

� *The Bronze Bow by 
Elizabeth George Speare 
(JUV FICTION)  
(Week 2 of 2) 

� ⌦ *Ben Hur by Lew 
Wallace (FICTION) Books 
3-4 (Week 2 of 4)  

� ⌦ Readings in Christian 
Thought by Hugh T. Kerr, 
p. 14-38 (Week 1 of 3) 

Fi
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 � The Church in History 
by B.K. Kuiper, section 6 
of Ch. 2-3 —aloud, with 
teacher discussion  
(Week 2 of 4) 

 

� The Church in History 
by B.K. Kuiper, section 6 
of Ch. 2-3 (Week 2 of 4) 

� 1 & 2 Thessalonians 
� ⌦ Church History in 

Plain Language by Bruce 
Shelley, Ch. 4-6 AND/OR 

� A Short History of the 
Early Church by Harry    
R. Boer, p. 79-104 (stop 
at “Constantine”) 

 
Worldview Studies: 
� ⌦ The Pageant of Philo-

sophy: Marcus Aurelius 
(gray supplemental pages) 
(10th+) 

 Lower Grammar Upper Grammar Dialectic Rhetoric 
($) means worth extra money to buy if you don’t own it.  ⌦ means this resource is keyed to discussion scripts in the Teacher’s Notes. 
☺ means we really enjoyed this selection.  1 Parental supervision advised for this age.  Some gruesome details in the text, but the pic-
tures are actually less gruesome than the Mann book recommended as an alternative.  The Mann book contains more history.  Chrisp’s 
book (also listed) is the gentlest treatment of the three while still very interesting and informative.  It relies heavily on carvings, diagrams, 
and artifacts for illustrations. 
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WEEK 34: WEEKLY OVERVIEW Chart: Saints and Martyrs 
Ma

jo
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he
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� Continue our study of everyday life Imperial Rome. 
� This week we will look at gladiators and chariot racing.  As 

we will learn, a favorite way to martyr Christians was in are-
nas throughout the empire.  Our studies will focus on the 
Colosseum in Rome, however.   

� You might choose to research the pastimes that children 
enjoyed, rather than focusing on the gruesome amusements 
favored by adults.   

� Perhaps this is a good week to focus on some hands-on 
projects rather than reading on difficult subjects.  You might 
also choose to focus attention on gathering all needed pa-
pers, projects, photos, etc. you will need to complete this 
year’s portfolio. 

� Our study of the Early Church in the context of the history of 
Rome continues.  This week, we’ll note the increasing cor-
ruption of Roman emperors and society (and the underlying 
causes for these). 

� As we study the rest of the book of Acts (see Bible Survey 
threads below), we will note the increasing persecutions that 
the Early Church experienced. 

� Take this opportunity to study the amazing engineering feat 
that was the Colosseum, and marvel at the time, money, and 
energy that an increasingly corrupt society devoted to 
amusements and cruel contests. 

� You are encouraged to read selections from Church Fathers 
in which you will see mirrored the gruesome details you are 
reading about in History selections concerning the Colos-
seum and other martyrdoms. 

Pe
op

le 

� Diocletian  
 

� Diocletian  
� Polycarp 
� Justin Martyr 
� Origen 
� Tertullian 
� Irenaeus 

Gr
ou

p 
Ac

tiv
ity

 

� Make model chariots or 
gladiators. OR 

� Make a poster that shows 
the construction of the 
Colosseum.   

 

� Work on costumes for 
your Roman Banquet. OR 

� Make gladiator armor. 

� Work on costumes for 
your Roman Banquet. OR 

� Role play.  Convince a 
pagan Roman friend to 
become a Christian. 

� Working on speeches?  
Watch some examples of 
famous speeches on video 
this week.  OR 

� Role play.  Convince a 
pagan Roman friend to 
become a Christian. OR 

� Make your appeal for 
Christ in front of the em-
peror or provincial govern-
or. 

Vo
ca
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Recognize or spell (optional): 
� evangelize 
� gospel 
� preach 
� theology 
� baptism 
� witness 
� proclaim 
� oppose 

All LG words, plus: 
� persecution 
� saint 
� martyr 
� gladiator 
� heresy 
� heretic 
� apology (argument) 
 

Place these Roman Emperors on your time line: 
180-192    Commodus               
193           Pertinax                   
193           Didius  Julianus          
193-211    Septimius Severus   
211-217    Caracalla                  
217-218    Macrinus                 
218-222    Elagabalus               
222-235    Severus Alexander   
235-238    Maximinus Thrax      
238           Gordian I and           
                   Gordian II   
238           Pupienus                    
238           Balbinus                   
238-244    Gordian III                
244-249    Philippus                  
249-251    Decius                     
251-253    Gallus                     
253           Aemilianus       
253-260    Valerian                  
253-268    Gallienus              
268-270    Claudius II              
 
 

 Lower Grammar Upper Grammar Dialectic Rhetoric 
 

270-275      Aurelian                
275-276     Tacitus                    
276             Florian                     
276-282      Probus             
282-283      Carus                      
283-285      Carinus            
283-284     Numerianus            
284-305     Diocletian (E)    
286-305     Maximian (W)           
305-306     Constantius I (W)     
305-311     Galerius                   
306-307     Severus  
   


