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Introduction
Historical fiction is a specialized (and much beloved) kind of story writing.  You take a ready-made 
plot from actual history, and, instead of simply relating the facts, you create fictional characters 
who interact with historical ones so that the reader learns about the era of history in a new and 
entertaining way.  Historical fiction is easier in some ways than other forms of storytelling because 
the plot is mostly given from history.  You may need to imagine some details, but you don’t have to 
create an entire world or even all of your characters. 

Tips for Writing Historical Fiction
Some students will bite off a bigger chunk of history than they can chew.  Make a simple plot 
map that shows the main points you are interested in including.  If the plots are too complex, 
simplify them before you start writing.
Real-life situations are complex, and you are writing from history.  Keep the cast of characters 
for your story simple—no more than three main characters and only minor ones essential to 
the limited plot of the story itself.  (For instance, if a historical figure has several siblings, but 
they don’t come into the story, omit them altogether without any mention.)  The beauty of good 
storytelling is that the reader feels that he knows the characters.  A bewildering array is not bet-
ter than a simple story that truly draws one into the exciting world of the past!
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