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Threads: History Teacher’s Notes, p. 26-31

Upper Grammar | |

Lower Grammar

O This week, we will introduce students to other unbiblical Egyptian beliefs about their Pharaoh as a god,
the Nile as a primary god, and other lesser deities in the polytheistic Egyptian mythology.

We will also read (in either an adult Bible or a children’s version) about God’s judgment of the Egyptians’
pride of life and idol worship. In the ancient world, people believed that military victory or supernatu-
ral signs of power were indications of a god’s strength. By means of the ten plagues, God systematically
overpowered all the idols Egyptians worshipped while destroying Egypt’s wealth, removing their slave
labor, and decimating their military power. Thus, though we will study the Egyptians’ false beliefs, we
will quickly show young students that God wonderfully displayed His ascendancy over them. He judged
the Egyptians, released His people from bondage, and began to establish lasting truths about His
character, all in a very brief time span!
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This week should produce an explosion of connections for a dialectic-level student who’s never before put
together the Bible and the ancient world. God’s mighty acts, that deliver His people, while judging proud
Egypt and humbling her idols, are breathtaking and exciting to most students at this age, as they should be
to all believers!

Students should discuss the Egyptian mythological pantheon from a biblical perspective, freely sharing any
questions or doubts concerning their faith that these stories may raise. It is a good opportunity for parents
to see how their children process such information.
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Rhetoric

Students should learn about or review details about Egyptian religious beliefs.

Students should analyze familiar Bible stories concerning the Exodus in light of these beliefs, seeing that
part of God’s intent in sending the ten plagues was to humble the Egyptian “gods” in the eyes of Egyptian
worshippers, and prove His own ascendency.

Another goal is for students to discern differences between the Christian belief system (based on faith in the
substitutionary death of Christ) and the Egyptian (works-based or fatalistic) one.

Threads: Writing [=] Writing Assignment Charts, p. 8-10

All Levels
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Student assignnlﬁlrits are found in the Writing Assignment Charts contained in this week-plan. Make sure
your child writes every week!

Teachers should consult Writing Aids or their choice of writing handbook each week for additional help in
teaching the week’s assignment.

Threads: Literature [=] Teacher’s Notes, p. 31-37
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Teachers will find background information, discussion scripts, and answers to student worksheets or

questions in the Teacher’s Notes.

Students should consult the Literature row of the Reading Assignment Charts for this week’s recommended
assignments.

Optional worksheets and/or questions for dialectic, upper-grammar, and lower-grammar students are found
in the Student Activity Pages.
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Independent Learning
Life happens, even when you're homeschooling.  Do you have a part-time job, or a houseful of kids?  If you need to use Tapestry plans to give students the most independent learning program possible, follow these pink sticky labels to see how to custom-tailor Tapestry to your needs!

Independent Learning
Lower Grammar students really do need you to read aloud to them; but you may be able to kill two birds with one stone in these ways:
1. Consider having an older sibling read aloud: ideally, one in the dialectic stage.
2. Read to your lower and upper grammar students together, out of the lower grammar books.  Then, have your fluent-reading upper grammar child read his related resources on his own.  He'll learn twice as much, and you can discuss once with both levels of students, which is a real time-saver for you.

Be sure to start each week by looking over these threads and the kids' books; then you can plan their independent work with confidence.

Independent Learning
Upper grammar students -- whether life demands it or not -- are usually the best candidates for almost total "hands off" learning.  Give them good books, art supplies, and some accountability and they should do just fine with Tapestry as written.

Each week, check out these threads, which summarize the week's goals.  Then, look at their reading assignments.  See how easy it is to check off those assignments and then let them run as you browse the rest of this week-plan.

Independent Learning
As you plan for this independent learner this week, trust him to pick up all the information that he reads.  The only areas where you really need to get involved are discussions.  (If you can't even do that, possibly he can read the Teacher's Notes discussion outline to see if he understood the purport of his Thinking Questions.)  

See other parts of this week-plan for ideas on how to assign his work, but first, make sure you take in the goals for his week's studies on this page and on page 2.

Independent Learning
Tapestry authors expect that, in most families, rhetoric students should work independently for the majority of the week.  In this part of the plan, look to see what the goals of your discussion time will be.  (If you are unable to hold discussions, consider allowing your student to read through the discussion outlines in the Teacher's Notes--see there for details.)

Independent Learning
Writing Assignments must be clearly articulated.  For real help with independent learning, be sure to consult Writing Aids "Talking Points" that keep your criteria for each assignment for your student.

One discussion early in the week about the assignment, and then one editing session near its end is usually sufficient for older writers.  Younger students will need more help and direction, as is true with any writing curriculum.

Independent Learning
Literature selections are intended to add depth and interest to the week's studies.  Sometimes a story can tell so much more than expository writing!  

With upper grammar and dialectic students, just hand them their suggested resources.  You don't have to discuss them, and there are follow up worksheets in the Student Activity Pages (with answers in the Teacher's Notes) that can be worked and then checked independently.

For lower grammar students, again, these are the ones who need mom most!  However, older students can really enjoy reading these selections aloud, since they are "in the know" about the topic of the week.

Rhetoric level studies in Literature do depend on discussions to aid older students with developing literary analysis skills.  However, reading a classic, working the questions, and then browsing our Teacher's Notes is a pretty good second-best.  Again, God knows your needs and schedule, so it's up to you how you use Tapestry to His glory!

Time Saving Tips
How do we save time?

Generally speaking, the real truth is this: if you have limited time, spend it on preparation.  Garnish two hours a week: one to finalize plans for what your children will read and do in the week ahead and one to read the portions of the Teacher's Notes that relate to your children's learning levels.

Time Saving Tips
For children in this stage, Tapestry studies really are the "ice cream and cake" of the week's work.  Are you the one pressed for time?  The issue is that these little ones really need you, or someone who can read, to sit with them for each and every lesson.  So, here's help with triage:
1.  If you cannot get to Tapestry studies in random weeks, forget it!  Concentrate on the three "R's" and feel really good about what your kids have learned!
2.  If you still want your little one to benefit but life has overtaken you (especially if that overtaking is an extended season) consider asking an older sibling or neighbor to help out, first with the basic three R's, and then also with read-alouds from Tapestry studies.  Since all siblings follow the same topics, having upper grammar or dialectic students read aloud a short book or two a week with younger students and help with a brief writing assignment should both help them solidify the week's lesson for themselves and get your little one through the lessons you want him to have.

Time Saving Tips
As we say on the pink sticky above, upper grammar students are the most independent of workers in households where both character and foundational studies are well in hand.  So, the issue here is probably not YOUR time, but theirs.  Perhaps they have lessons, or co-ops, or there's a family illness that may take you out of the house.

If this is your need, Tapestry is portable!  


TeACHING OBJECTIVES: ELECTIVES
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Threads: Fine Arts and Activities B Teacher’s Notes, p. 37-38

All Levels

See the dialectic, upper-grammar, and lower-grammar sections of the Student Activity Pages for suggestions

for further hands-on projects related to ancient Egypt

Begin a study of the eleven elements and principles of design by making note cards this week for the first two

elements: “Line” and “Shape.”
Note again how the art of Egypt was mostly used to glorify their idols or “provide” for the welfare of

deceased people.

Threads: Bible and Church History
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Take the opportunity, all week, to compare Egyptian religious beliefs with Christian beliefs.

Discuss the fact that God’s judgments not only overcame Egyptian idols but ruined Egypt’s economy, de-
stroying men, crops, and animals and removing their silver, gold, and slave labor.

Consider the superstitions under which the Egyptians lived. How would it feel to be afraid of so many dif-

ferent, competing supernatural forces?
Learn about the events of the first Passover.
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Threads: Government

Rhetoric

There are no Government objectives for this week.

Threads: Philosophy

?,; Teacher’s Notes, p. 42-44

Rhetoric

In The Pageant of Philosophy, we follow a youth named Simplicio who wants to find wisdom but isn’t ready to
start with the fear of the Lord. This week, Simplicio will learn that ancient Egypt does not have the wisdom he is

looking for.



Independent Learning
Map work is optional; if you purchase Map Aids, doing map work independently is easy.  Students can work from atlases or even the teacher maps provided in Map Aids to both label their paper maps and correct them.

Projects, such as the one pictured to the right, are optional.  Certainly, upper grammar students can do them independently.

Independent Learning
Hands-on learning is both fun and memorable.  Independent hands-on learning requires busy moms to stock supplies, lay down firm goals for projects and clean-up rules!  Given those parameters, the children who most benefit from the projects are the upper grammar level students, and if you buy the project books we recommend and some basic supplies, your kids really can work many projects independently.

Independent Learning
This is an elective for rhetoric level students.  The readings can be done independently.  The discussions are short, and again, in a pinch older students can read them themselves and gain their meat.

As you can see from this sample week, Government work is not assigned every week, either.

Independent Learning
If you could only make time for one discussion every week, this would be the "author's pick!"  Bible studies in Year 1 are integrated with history, so you get a lot of bang for the buck!

Be sure to look in Teacher's Notes for more ideas on shortening discussions there!

Independent Learning
As with Government, this elective is short and sweet for teachers and students alike.  Use it or don't - it's up to you!  And, like Government, Pageant of Philosophy isn't offered every week.

How to use it independently?  Have students read the scripts, and, if necessary, the discussion outlines as well.


