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An
introduction
to Tapestry

What is Tapestry?

Philosophy of
Education

Tapestry of Grace is a homeschool curriculum: a

plan of study that helps parents provide a Christian, classi-
cal education using a guided unit study approach, with the
history of the world as the core organizational theme. From
Grades K-12, all students cycle through world history every
four years, with all ages studying the same slice of history
each week, each at their own learning level. Detailed les-
son plans and discussion outlines enable parents to be their
children’s primary teachers and mentors and to shape their
students’ biblical worldviews.

Tapestry covers the humanities: history, church history,
literature, geography, fine arts, government, philosophy,
and writing & composition. Tapestry does not include a
phonics program, science, math, grammar, spelling, or
foreign language. Lampstand Press does, however, recom-
mend and sell complementary logic, spelling, and grammar
programs.

Week to week, Tapestry integrates all subjects: people,
events, and movements are studied in the time period in
which they were most influential. Lessons are presented
from all modalities: visual, auditory, and tactile. For younger
children, a variety of hands-on ideas are provided each
week. A range of educational options are presented, from
which students and parents choose the best content and
quantity for their unique families. Although the teacher is

in control of the students” assignments, rich weekly studies
are always provided for each individual family.

Tapestry of Grace exists to help parents discern the
threads and patterns in the Tapestry of time woven by God
in ages past. Through the study and discussion of chrono-
logical history, we teach our children the facts, thoughts,
and experiences of humankind in the order that they un-
folded. This organizational framework encompasses most
of what our children need to learn. After all, everything we
want to teach them happened in history!

Using components of Classical Education, resources

are arranged for learning levels — stages, not ages. This
method moves busy teaching parents from solely admin-
istering their homeschools to becoming their children’s
teachers; the crucial Christian worldview training, for which
most parents embark on homeschool journeys, is put back
where it always belonged — in their hands!

All subjects are interrelated (since they all come from
the hand of God), but they need not all be studied at the
same level at all times. God’s story is simultaneously simple
and complex.

Parents can successfully teach humanities subjects
to all of their children simultaneously because the content
has been well organized. Also, remember that content is
not the only thing — not even the primary thing — being
taught. Parents are primarily seeking to make disciples of
their children and secondarily to give them skills that will
enable them to succeed at whatever God may call them to
do in His service.



The structure
of Tapestry

What is a year-plan?

4 YEAR-PLANS take your
family through the whole Year 4
of recorded human history Year 3
in a 4-year cycle, meaning Year
that in a 12-year education, Year 2
all of history is surveyed 3 1
D Loom
Unit 4

times, at higher and higher
levels of understanding.

Unit 3
Unit 2

4 UNITS & THELOOM
make up each year-plan of
Tapestry. Units divide the
year's work into more
manageable amounts. The
Loom is a collection of
documents which contains
materials that apply to the
year-plan as a whole, such
as the Introduction and
forms and resources you'll
find useful all year round.

9 WEEK-PLANS make up
most Tapestry units (some
have 8 or 10). Week-plans
are the actual weekly
study plan and tools that
your family will use to
homeschool.

THREADS provide the main emphases of the
week at a glance and offer the teacher objective
goals so necessary to unit study. Threads also
list page numbers for easy reference to teacher’s
notes within each week-plan.

READING ASSIGNMENT CHARTS are orga-
nized on four learning levels so that all students
are reading about the same historical topic, but
using resources specially chosen for their reading
ability and level of comprehension.

WEEKLY OVERVIEW CHARTS show you the
week at a glance for all suggested activities
except reading. They are written to the students
to encourage independent planning, but you are
the teacher and will be able to guide the student's
choices each week.

WRITING ASSIGNMENTS are organized into
12 levels to keep your students challenged at their
own levels! Assignments cover a wide range of
genres to give you a rich writing program, while
remaining tied into the content of each week's
history topic.

STUDENT ACTIVITY pages detail assignments
mentioned in the Weekly Overview Pages. Activi-
ties, discussion questions, geography assignments
and more are all spelled out here, and addressed
to the student.

PAGEANT OF PHILOSOPHY is the unique way
we approach philosophy throughout history ... and
have fun doing it! Enjoying a play format, students
and parents follow the adventures of Simplicio,
the questioner, as he dialogues with the famous
minds of the ages.

TEACHER'S NOTES supply detailed information
by discipline. You learn in summary what your chil-
dren are reading about in detail. Because you are
“in the know,” you can be the teacher every week
while streamlining your preparation time.

SUPPLEMENTS contain bonus information that
will benefit your student, and are not included

in all weeks. They can include anything, from
in-depth articles to extra instructions for extended
projects.



What is the Loom?

The structure of Tapestry

What is a week-plan?

The Loom is a collection of documents that apply to

more than just one week-plan. On the Loom, you'll find...

» Summer reading list: assignments for students to
complete before starting the first unit of each year-plan

» Animportant Year-Plan Introduction, with in-depth
information about our philosophy of education and many
useful tips for getting started with your new curriculum

» Digital copies of all the Student Activity Pages in
your printed manual, so that you can print out work
pages, instructions, or student questions as many times
as they are needed week to week or year to year

» Digital copies of all Supplements: print and use as
needed, or access digitally

» Digital resources provide important helps for teaching
rhetoric-level Literature

» Extra hands-on activity helps for some projects

» Writing Level Overview: a helpful tool for placing
your students in the proper writing level at the start of
the year.

» Detailed information for figuring out how to give high
school credits for Tapestry work, or write a transcript

» The Book Updates Index, which offers information
on replacement books in case the ones listed in your cur-
riculum become unavailable, as well as updated reading
assignment charts.

If your Tapestry plan is in development, your version of the
Loom is available only at the Tapestry website until year-
plan redesign is completed.

What is a week-plan? It's a plan of study for one typical
school week, based on the pace that a high school student
must keep in order to cover all of world history, literature,

church history, government, philosophy, and arts in a four-
year time frame.

Remember, you are the teacher! Tapestryis your tool,
not your master. Each week-plan presents a veritable edu-
cational buffet of options: reading assignments, activities,
questions to answer, writing assignments, and more! What
does all this mean? As with any buffet, you simply can't
eat it all. You must customize this curriculum to your unique
family. No one student will do all the suggested reading
and activities.

How do you choose? This is a question that many
teachers ask. The answer is, “you just have to try it.” While
reviewing this Simple Start Guide will give you confidence
to begin, you'll gain far more expertise at customizing
Tapestry by simply starting school with your first week-plan
and learning to tweak as you go! Be patient with yourself
and your students. It takes time to learn new ways of doing
school. But the rewards are worth the effort!

Colors have meanings! Look at the top of each page to
check the section of the week-plan:

Threads

Overview/Reading Assignments
Writing Assignments

Student Activity Pages

Pageant of Philosophy

Teacher’s Notes

Supplements

Look at the bottom of charts and Student Activity Pages
to see learning level indicators:

Upper

e Dialectic Rhetoric



What are
learning levels?

The week-plan

Threads

Most Tapestry assignments are divided into four distinct
learning levels. These levels roughly correspond with
certain age ranges, but are broad enough that you can
adjust your student up and down as suits his individual
development.

LOWER GRAMMAR

e Non-fluent reader
e Approximately grades K-3
e Enjoys learning basic facts

UPPER GRAMMAR

e |ndependent reader

e Approximately grades 3—6

e Enjoys memorizing concrete,
sequential facts

“ DIALECTIC
¢ Reads to learn
I r e Approximately grades 6-9

¢ Enjoys making connections and
learning to debate

RHETORIC

e Reads the Great Books

e Approximately grades 9-12

e Enjoys analyzing and synthesizing
ideas and arguments

The overlap of grade levels is intentional. Students develop
at different rates, while traditional grade levels are tied

to chronological ages. Remember, Tapestry is designed for
stages, not ages.

The first two or three pages of each week-plan are de-
signed to provide teachers with the main emphases of the
week-plan. Threads offer objective goals for the week so
that you are assured that you've covered the right amount
of information for the week.

TeacHiNG OBJecTives: CORE SUBJECTS

Threads: History e Teacher's Notes, p. 28-45

Q' Study the early histories of Pennsylvania and Delaware.
O Learn about the founder of Pennsylvania, William Penn.
O Read about Quakers and learn some basic information about their belief

Q- Study the early histories of Pennsylvania and Delaware.
O Learn about the founder of Pennsylvania, William Penn.

Q Read about how frely for Pennsylvania.
O Introduce James II and the Glorious Revolution.

Upper Grammar | Lower Grammar

Q- Learn about the founding of the Quaker colony, Pennsylvania. Because this colony originally included land
that became Delaware, learn also about the founding of Delaware.

O Read about the reigns of James 11, William and Mary, and the Glorious Revolution.

O Learn how Scotland and England joined their Parliaments to become Great Britain during Queen Anne's
reign. See how both countries were represented in a new flag.

O Learn about the founding of the Quaker colony, Pennsylvania. Because this colony originally included land
that became Delaware, learn also about the founding of Delaware.

Q Continue learning about Louis XIV of France, studying events in Europe up until Louis's death in 1715,

O Read about the reigns of James I, William and Mary, and Anne of Great Britain,

O Learn about the War of the Grand Alliance (the Nine Years' War;also called King William’s War in Amer
ca) and the War of the Spanish Succession (also called Queen Anne’s War in America), both of which estab.

Rhetoric

lished a new balance of power in western Europe.
Q' Study the Great Northern War in eastern Europe, in which Leopold I, young Peter the Great, and the Swed-
ish king, Charles XIL, fought territorial wars to establish new hierarchies.

Threads: Writing Writing harts, p. 8-10 a
[ O Student assignments ar found inthe Writing Assignment Charts contained inthis week:plan. Make sure

£ yourchild writes every wee

% Q Teachers should consult Writing Aids or their choice of writing handbook each week for additional help in

teaching the week s assignment

=]
3

reads: Literature Teacher’s Notes, p. 45-52

O Teachers will find background information, d ts,and dent worksheets or
questions in the Teacher's Notes

O Students should consult the Literature row of the Reading Assignment Charts for this week’s recommended
assignments

O Optional worksheets for dialectic, upper-grammar, and lower-grammar students are found in the Student
Activity Pages.

AllLevels

Note these key features:

© The week-plan titleand @ Colors on the left
number are found here. show learning levels:

red for lower grammar,

gold for upper grammar,

green for dialectic, and

blue for rhetoric!

© These colored page
edges make quick ref-
erence tabs, so finding
your place is easy once
you learn the color codes @ Quick lookup page

(purple for Threads, yel- numbers function as
low for Overview pages, a table of contents for
etc!) the Teacher’s Notes in

© Threads are divided each week-plan. Thedy
by subject, so you can mean you never nee

. to go hunting for helps
ckly see your goals for
gglch (}/iscipl?ln: g for teaching the week

— we tell you just where
to find them.



Reading Assignments

The week-plan

All students are reading about the same historical topic, but
using resources specially chosen for their reading ability
and level of comprehension. Weekly, the Primary Page
provides families with all they will need for a week's read-
ing assignments.
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g (1973) p. 163-181 132-141
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= Bﬂmpsom Ewecrive
Primary Page @
@ Reading charts are © Sometimes a chart block
divided horizontally will have no assign-
by subject. You only ment in certain subjects.
need to assign books This is fine!

in disciplines that your

student is covering! O Here on the Primary

Page we have tried

© Read-alouds add inter- to assign a reasonable
est and more information amount for an average
to your week. Designed student on that learning
for grammar and level to read in a week.
dialectic levels to hear But, you are the teacher!
together, these book Assign as much or as
choices do not answer little as is right for your
questions found in the student.
Student Activity Pages.

They simply promote
“couch time” and provide
a bigger glimpse into the
time frame at hand.

On the Alternate or Extra Page we list additional titles
that may or may not be in print, in case you have trouble
finding a recommended book or want to dig deeper into the
subject matter. All of these books should be regarded as
totally optional.

DIsSENTERS IN AMERICA AND THE AGE OF REASON %
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O Wheream I%, by AG.
Smith (/912) p.66-68

Enncaven

Lower Grammer Upper Grammar Dialectic Rhetoric

Alternate or Extra Page

O Many old favoritesare ~ © There are no worksheets

listed here: take a look in or helps available for
your public library if you these titles, but they
wish to supplement the do provide excellent
primary resources we alternatives if you have
list. You may also want already read the primary
to check your own home suggestions.

bookshelves — many
titles listed here are
popular among home-
schooling families.

O These activity books
are easily substituted
for those listed on the
primary page.

© The history supple-
ment row lists optional
books that are not guar-
anteed to answer ques-
tions from the Student
Activity Pages. Enjoy
these optional books if
you are expanding your
week.

© Supplemental world-
view assignments
offer greater depth and
help with church history
studies or praying for
unreached peoples.



Overview

The week-plan

Weekly, these two charts show th

e student all of his op-

tions (except reading and writing assignments) at a glance.
They are written to the students to encourage independent
planning, but you are the teacher and will be able to guide

the student’s choices each week.

O Learn about
ing of

the found-

Delavare.
L

Revolu

"

WeEkLy OVERVIEW

England joined thei Par. Bri
Jiaments to become Great | 01 Learn about the War of
the he

Stvoew Theaos

Quakers.

o

Anne’sreign. ‘War ofthe Spanish Suc

cession, and the Great
Northern War.

O Willam Penn.
O George Fox

James 11

O Quakers
O Charlestt

ooooooo

(2]

William 111

pell (op-
tional) these words: | plus these: 16501722

ambassador 16581705
1681

16821725

oooooo

O conspiracy
O confiscation 1689-1702

Vocksuany/Tue Live DaTes

e 1701171 Wa

Lower Grammor Upper Grammar Dialectic Rhetoric

O Student Threads are o
the weekly Threads
rephrased for the benefit
of your student.

© People introduces
students to important
historical figures they
may encounter in the
week’s reading.

© Younger students are
given a set of words
that may appear in
the week's reading, and
which may be used for
vocabulary memorization,
spelling words, or just
as an easy way for you
to familiarize them with
words of the period.

First Page

Older students are
encouraged to add this
short, weekly list of
dates to a cumulative
time line project. This
four-year activity can
be started with any
year-plan. This work will
aid students in making
connections between
simultaneous events oc-
curring across oceans.

DIsSENTERS IN AMERICA AND THE AGE OF REASON %
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Second Page
@ This first Activities © The Geography row

row is designed to give
students ideas for indi-
vidual projects. Details
are provided in related
resources or the Student
Activity Pages.

© The Group Activities
row gives co-ops or
families the opportunity
to engage in team build-
ing or group interaction

while enhancing learning.

summarizes the student
assignments that are
expanded in the Student
Activity Pages. Families
will need age-appropri-
ate atlases in order to
complete the geography
assignments.

You may want to purchase our sup-
plemental product called Map Aids.
Print off as many custom-drawn,
learning-level specific outline maps
as you need each week to allow your
students to complete their geography

assignments. Then, your students can check his answers
with the provided teacher’s maps!



Writing Assignments

The week-plan

Student Activity Pages

Writing assignments are found on pages 8—10 each week.
There are 12 learning levels that correlate with normal
grade levels. You are the teacher! You can mix and match
by jumping between levels, weeks, and units. More choices
mean total flexibility!

Leva Gonaes Instaucrions Ano Torics

o

©Q |0 Speech Writing (Week 1 of 4)

40 |0 Biography (Weck 30f6)

1|0 e

420 ticoricalFcion (ko)

oooa

Weekly, these pages provide worksheets, questions, or
other assignments for students. The information is written
to the student, but you will help him choose wisely so

that he can learn through a variety of modalities — visual,
tactile, or auditory.

LITERATURE

Noble, by Alice Dalgl
ge numbers and chapter ttles in your book. Using only the Table of Cont

1. WHICH CHAPTER I5 ENTITLED "NIGHT IN THE CAVE"> i @

2. WHICH CHAPTER 15 ENTITLED "NIGHT OF FEAR™ o

3. WHAT IS THE TITLE OF CHAPTER 12

4. WHICH CHAPTER BEGINS ON PAGE 232

5. WHICH CHAPTER BEGINS ON PAGE 472

6. ON WHICH PAGE DOES THE CHAPTER ENTITLED "KEEP UP YOUR COURAGE" BEGIN?

7. WHICH CHAPTER INCLUDES PAGE 212

8. WHICH CHAPTER INCLUDES PAGE 412

9. WHICH CHAPTER INCLUDES PAGE 102

| 10. ON WHICH PAGE DOES THE LAST CHAPTER OF THE BOOK BEGIN?

@ Writing Assignments are

summarized by genre,
S0 you know at a glance
what your student is
working on this week.

© Instructions and
topics give specific,

weekly direction for your

student.

© While roughly correlated

to grade levels, we know
that many students need
customized train-

ing. Thus, you should
feel free to adjust your
student lower or higher
depending on his skill
level.

Many parents need a handbook to use along with our
writing assignments. We highly recommend Writing Aids,

our companion guide for students
and teachers! This book/digital
combination package offers teacher
summaries, teaching, and grading
tools for all students, K—12, for the
entire life of your homeschool, as
well as writing samples.

@ For grammar and dialec-
tic students, colorful
worksheets provide
reinforcement activities
for the Literature selec-
tion students read.

© Weekly, a colored
quarter circle in the
lower corner tells your
student which pages are
meant for him.

© Additionally, in

Student Activity

Pages for grammar and
dialectic levels are found
ideas for activities
and hands-on projects
and geography assign-
ments that make learn-
ing come alive for many
young students.

Digital copies of Student Activity Pages are found
on the Loom so that you can print them as needed.

For more great grammar-level activities, be sure to check
out the Lampstand Press Lapbooks — available in
digital or kit forms — and watch history unfold in your
child’s hands!



Student Activity Pages continued

The week-plan

Pageant of Philosophy

Pages for older students (dialectic and rhetoric levels)

include questions that prepare them for discussions. These
are divided into Accountability and Thinking Questions each
week. Be sure to read the Loom supplement so you get the
most out of these resources!

Diatecric LeveL

History
Accountability Questions o

1. Whatd ccurred in New England colonial governments under King James 11 and King William?
2. What events led to the hysteria of the Salem Witch Trials?

3. Inwhat year was Pennsylvania founded, and by whom?

4. What was the Glorious Revolution of 16887 What made it glorious?

5. Queen Anne was the last of the House of Stuart. Draw a simple family tree that shows all of

6. Whywas anew flag adopted during the reign of Queen Anne of Great Britain? What does it symbolize?

‘Thinking Questions
1. Prepare to discuss the life and beliefs of Anne Hutchinson. o

O What were the core belefs for which she stood?
O Why were her bel Puritan leaders in

2. Use your concordance to find a biblical basis for the leaders of Salem Settlement to have been justified in putting
‘people to death for witchcraft. Where, then, was their error?

3. What things does H. E. Marshall find to commend in the events that took place in Salem Settlement at the time of
the Witch Trials (238, This Country of Ours)? Do you agree with her? Why,or why not?

4. William Penn founded Pennsylvania as a Quaker haven. Think about the ways that his Quaker beliefs affected life
in Pennsylvania. Prepare to discuss both strengths and weaknesses of Quaker practices

5. Notein 2 p ‘names and What did William Penn name his new
colony's capital city, and what did the name mean? If you were to found a city; what would you name it, and why?

FINE ARTs AND ACTIVITIES

Choose a few of the following activities to complete this week.
1. Continue the Colonial America project that you have been working on. (Weck 5 of 8)

From More Than Moccasins:

2. Designa petroglyph or a pictograph.

3. Learn some sign language and try to communicate with someone else.

4. Makea totem pole. You might even want to learn how to carve a wooden one by hand. Because you will need
special instruction for this, ask your teacher to help you find an appropriate resource person.

5. Try sand painting using sand or cornmeal.

6 ¥

7. Useaflashlight to see if you can communicate with someone lse, similar to Indian smoke signals.

8. Using a tongue depressor, make a story stick

9. Decorate a dowel rod with your own unique design to create an “owner stick”

10. Make some birch bark transparencies like the ones Chippewa girls made. You will need construction paper and a
hole punch. See how many different designs you can make.

11, Have a family or co-op d and use a “talking feather” to learn to avoid pting peopl ¥
speaking.

12. Decorate a bag and put special props in . Use these props to help you tell a story to your family or co-op.

© Accountability
Questions (AQs) help
students find and focus
on the main ideas for
each weekly history
topic. Answers to AQs
are found in books listed
on the Primary Reading
Assignment Chart.

© Thinking Questions
(TQs) are not typi-
cally factual in nature.
Students must often ex-
trapolate answers from
their readings. They may
not reach the full answer
before discussion time,
when you, the teacher,
will help them connect
the dots. The purpose

for these questions is

to “prime the pump” for

discussion time, where
you lead your child by

Socratic questioning
to form his own Christian

worldview.

© Weekly, rhetoric
Literature directions
lead older students
through detailed analy-
ses of the Great Books.

10

Tapestry helps you prepare your students to engage intel-

ligently with other worldviews as they move out into the
world. Over the four years of rhetoric-level studies, our

Pageant of Philosophy uses a play format to survey major
philosophies throughout history.

DIsSENTERS IN AMERICA AND THE AGE OF REASON %

THE PAGEANT OF PHILOSOPHY o
Locke's EXPERIENCE
e (Simplicio stands on a bare stage, holding a Bible, looking around. Locke enters with a sign, “John Locke, 1685-1753.")

Locke: Young man, are you looking for something?
Simplicio: I have been looking for truth, but I seem to be more confused than ever.
Locke: Really? Why i that?
Simplicio: T've talked to so many different people,with so many different ideas! Hobbes, for example, or Descartes-

do you understand either of them?
Locke: I understand them, although I disagree with some of their methods and conclusions. T do agree with

D s thought that it is worth our inic g

Simplicio: Yes, I remember him talking about that, trying to doubt everything so that he could find certainties. His

right? How much can we really know?

Locke: Not everything, by far—our understanding comes exceeding short of the vast extent of things—yet we
shall i fon and degree of

Knowledge he has bestowed on us.”

Simplicio: O, are you a religious man, Mr..... I'm sorry, I don' even know your name! I'm Simplicio

Locke: My nameis John Locke, Simplicio, and yes, [am a Christian. 1 see from your Bible that you are a believer,too
Simplicios (uncomyfortably) U, not quite. I'm a secker, though. I'm trying to find the truth

Locke: I you want truth, you have got the right book! 1 have written a couple of treatises on the reasonableness of
Christianity:'

Simplicio: Christianity may be reasonable, Mr. Locke. It may even be true. But what I am really looking for are the
things we can know for sure, not just the things we have to take on faith.

Locke: There are some things we can be sure of; Simplicio. I think it is beyond question, that (@J)has a clear idea
ofhis own he exists, and He that can dt
anything or no, I speak not to; no more than I would argue with pure nothing,

Simplicio: Yes, that's what Descartes said. | won't argue with that—but what difference does that make?
Locke: Why, it makes a great difference! To show ... that we are capable of knowing, i.c., being certain that there
isa God, and how we inty, I this h
undoubted knowledge we have of our own existence.’

conclusions were that once he knew that he existed, he could figure out everything else that mattered. Butis that

AH4OSOTIH{ 40 INVIOVY

Simplicio: How 5.9
Locke: Think abouM® my boy! Since we exist, we know there is some real being. But we know that nonentity
P th

being. Therefore

th

; and what had a beg

by something else. And as being must come from being, so all power must come from some preexisting
e ion of

power;” and all wisdom must come from

‘Thus, from

12007

© This is an optional
component, and does
not appear in every
week-plan.

© The play format is a fun
way to explore complex
philosophical concepts.
Students read the role
of a youth looking for
truth. Parents can read
the role of the week's
philosopher, and then
use a discussion outline
in the Teacher’s Notes to
help students biblically
analyze the philoso-
pher’s views.

© Weekly, statements
from the Pageant script

are highlighted in blue.

The discussion outline
in the Teacher's Notes
helps you to expand on
these three points.

O Creative dialogue

makes philosophers
approachable to the
student. Direct quota-
tions from the philoso-
phers are in bold text,
so there’s no confusion
as to what's real and
what's been creatively
written to help your
student understand.

O Footnotes reference

the source of any origi-
nal quotation, making an
interesting remark the
perfect jumping-in point
for a curious student
who wants to read a
philosopher’s thoughts in
context.



Teacher’s Notes

The week-plan

The heart of our week-plan are your “cheat sheets” where
we supply detailed information by subject. You learn in

summary what your children read about in detail. Because
you are “in the know,” you truly can teach every week with
minimum preparation time.

TeacHer's NoTes

I the Pageant of Philosophy.hetoric students have already been

ent in addit li Iy, Descartes, Pascal, and Hobbe
Rhetoric students’ istory readings for this week focus on two English.
men: John Locke (who is featured in both Government and the Pageant
for this week) and Isaac Newton (the philosopher of the Week 25 Pag-

Seriptural Responses to the Age of Reason

Jeremiah 9:6

“You v i the midstofdeceptions s heir
deceit they reuse 0 acknovwledge me,”decares the
Lown.

eant scripy). cannot

Both wrote at about the same time, and both were highly honored by
their countrymen. Together, they solidified and popularized the Age of
Reason, both in Great Britain and internationally. Locke wasa philoso-

pher and alucid, reasonable politcal Glorious Revolu-
tion, while Newton was a brilliant mathematician who was able to ex-
plain many natural p wil ae. (I fact,

leulus—in order to doit)

Some older students do not have time to study in detail the Age of
Reason (or, the Enlightenment, a it came to be called as time went on)
using our Pageant of Philosophy. For such students, we suggest that you
use the article below to survey tellectual movement in

the context of your history discussion. You can
Week 26 and in Uit 1. O focus ths week s o conneet the Scientific
Revolution and the Age of Reason.

aperiod in history wh

ge
phasized the use of reason as the best method The

period of the Age of Reason began in the 1600s and lasted until the late
17005, The Age of Reason is also called 1
of Rationalism. Iis leaders included seve =

htenment o the Age

orsand Gk Ciri s power o G anl e
e folshess of God s wiser
e

Marquis de Condorcet, René Descartes, ideror Yun Jacques
Rousseau, and Voltaire—and the English philosopher John Locke.

‘The leaders of the Age of Reason relied heavily on the scientific
method, with

Jeremiah 8:5-9
Why then have these people turned away? Wi
P e iy

Theperiod produced many important advances in such field

=

my, ast try, mathematics, and physics.
the Age of Reason organized knowledge in encyclopedias and founded
scientific institutes.

‘The philosophers believed that the scientific method could be ap-
plied to the study of human nature. [In this, they typically denied the
biblical revelation of man'ssinful state and God's active involvement
in the lives of people, and instead sought only to employ their reason.
‘Thus, they erred in many positions and conclusions. For Scripture that

saying, “What have 1 don
char

you can use as plumb
Ui and the following page ) They oxplored sues i cducaton, v,
philosophy, and politics and attacked tyranny, socialinjustice, supersti-
tion, and ignorance. Many of their ideas were taken up as the ideals of
the American and French revolutions during the late 1700's. [Even after
these revolutions, they did not die away entirely. We will iscern their
echoes as we study history down to the present.]

‘The worship of reason. The philosophers of the Age of Reason

dismayed and rapped.Snce they have eccted
he word ofthe Lok, what kind of wisdom
they have?
Proverbs 1412

Thre i way that seems ight 0 man,butin
theend it eads o death

Proverbs 16

beievedthat human beings hve a all other crea-
cthey canreaso, [The Bibl eaches us 0 sce thisas prt.

e T o

31

© We pull background

information together
for you in the form of
articles from World Book
encyclopedia (indi-

cated by cream-colored
backgrounds behind the
text) and also add our
own commentary. Each
discipline has its own
section each week. This
is one place that you
can find answers to the
Accountability Questions
listed for dialectic and

rhetoric students.

© Often, sidebars contain
scripture references
that help parents bring
biblical perspective to
historical topics.

© Weekly Socratic discus-

sion outlines are
offered so that you can
help your dialectic and
rhetoric students make
crucial connections
and/or analyses of the
history, church history,
literature, government,
and philosophy readings
that they may have
done. There is a helpful
overview of Socratic
discussion methods on
the Loom.

O The Glance Ahead

(at the end of each
Teacher's Notes section)
offers helpful informa-
tion for preparing for the
week ahead and warn-
ings if there is question-
able content in upcoming
assignments.
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What's the difference between Accountability Ques-
tions (AQs) and Thinking Questions (TQs)?

Answering AQs in written form can keep students focused
on the lesson and train them to find the main ideas so that
students are not at a loss when discussion time comes.
Some AQ sections include instructions for filling in provided
charts and other study aids.

The TQs help the student prepare to discuss the pith of the
week's lesson, offering a chance to “limber up” for mental
wrestling with profound issues during upcoming Socratic
discussions.

Unlike AQs, TQs do not focus on factual information or the
main ideas. Rather, these questions ask the student to
begin on his own a process of either connecting facts (dia-
lectic) or analyzing them (rhetoric) before class. As a result,
many of the TQs won't be fully answered independently.
Instruct your student to do his best at preparing to discuss
them and anticipate that, during the Socratic discussion
process, his comprehension of the material will increase.

AQs and TQs work towards the Socratic discussion. Rather
than a more traditional Q&A parroting session, or a dull
game of educational ping-pong, our discussion outlines
attempt to enable your individual experiences to infuse your
discussion with vitality, producing memorable learning. As
a result, you will not find a quick “answer key” to the AQs
and TQs in our discussion outlines, and your goal is not to

“check your student’s answers.” Our Teacher’s Notes taken

as a whole constitute each week's “answer key.” The goal
of each week’s discussion is to help your student to reach
that “Ohhhh!” moment, which indicates that the student
has worked his way through worldview issues and come to
a satisfying conclusion.

Supplements

i Supplements contain bonus informa-

l - tion. They can contain anything from
i in-depth articles to extended project
= instructions and are not included in

every week-plan.




Planning
Tapestry

Planning your year

Set Up Student Notebooks

Many newcomers ask us how to set up their student

notebooks. As with all things homeschool, it's a matter of

personal preference. Here are some popular options from
which you may wish to choose:

» Use Lampstand Tab Sets to divide the student notebook
into 36 weeks. Then, have your student file all com-
pleted work behind each tab.

» Use dividers purchased at an office supply store to
divide up your student’s notebook by subjects. Thus, he
would file geography work in a “Geography” section,
and class notes in a "Class Notes: History” section.
Obviously, you need to determine the subject readings
for each individual student

» Some students have one notebook per subject. We
suggest that students make a separate one for Gram-
mar & Composition, and some students prefer to have
dedicated time line notebooks, too. See the curriculum
directions for details on this idea.

Read the Year-Plan Introduction

On the Loom, there is a detailed introduction to your year-
plan. It is important to your success that you take time

to understand the goals and philosophy behind Tapestry.
Though it is not immediately apparent, Tapestry may be
truly different than any other program you have yet used,
so please do read this introduction.
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Look at High School Credits

Many high school students are looking towards college.
According to a cohesive four-year plan, determine which
credits your high school student needs to earn this year.
On The Loom there is information about options for giving
students various credits for this year's Tapestry studies.

Determining the Year’s Content

» Based on the needs of your oldest students, think about
which of the subjects offered in Tapestry you plan to
teach this year.

» Write out a master plan for each student that lists the
subjects he will do this school year (don't forget to
include math, science, and foreign languages in each
plan where age-appropriate).

» Plan to spend the bulk of your teaching time with your
non-readers. They will need you to sit with them in
order for lessons to be completed, but their lessons are
usually brief: not more than ¥ hour each.

» Asyou are able, work towards teaching your fluent read-
ers to become independent learners. This takes time and
training, but yields great dividends.

»  With all of your independent readers, plan to have
periodic (i.e. not daily) lessons with them. For instance,
schedule science lessons for Tu/Th, and math lessons
for M, W, and F. Independent readers can work towards
class time, often doing two or three published lessons
that you can then go over in one sitting.

» Plan where you will fit in read-aloud sessions and
weekly discussions with older students.



Planning your unit

Planning Tapestry

Browse the entire unit

Whichever unit you are starting to use, read the Unit
Introduction thoroughly to get the big picture of what
you are trying to teach.

Look closely at the Reading Assignment Charts, par-
ticularly page 4 of each week-plan (the Primary Reading
Assignment Chart) to see how reading assignments
work together, and how often specific books are used in
each unit.

Notice that each week-plan has the Glance Ahead
which gives you valuable information about combining
resources, saving money, and avoiding troublesome
content in some books.

Secure your books

Browsing and buying at Tapestry’s sister company,
www.bookshelfcentral.com is fast, easy, and af-
fordable: use a custom search engine to help you shop.
Peruse your library, via a visit or online. Many recom-
mended Tapestry resources are found there.

Some of our primary books may already be on your fam-
ily bookshelves. Be sure to check there before making
purchases.

Feel free to plan further out, but we do recommend
strongly that you purchase resources for a single unit at
atime.
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Print supplemental materials

»

Look through each week-plan and print from your
supplemental Tapestry products (such as Writing Aids,
Map Aids, Lapbooks, and Evaluations) any maps, graphic
organizers, rubrics, quizzes, etc. that will be needed for
you or your students for the subjects you planned to
teach. (The Loom has digital copies of Student Activity
Pages for easy printing.)

» You can place all these materials into your students’

notebooks or file system before the unit begins, and
thus get a running start.



Planning your week

Planning Tapestry

Ready, set, go!

Scheduling

There’s so much to do in any given week in a busy home-
schooling family! We highly recommend that you take the
time to write out individual schedules for each of your
students. Though in many cases you will not stick to the
schedule you write, drafting one gives you the confidence
to feel that—harring unforeseen interruptions—you can fit
itallin.

On the Loom we offer suggested schedules for families with
multiple levels that are too detailed to print here, so be sure
to access those as you get time.

Involving your kids

In the year-plan introduction, we strongly suggest that
students be involved in planning their work week to week.
We offer various blank charts on the Loom that help you do
this. Plan to have a weekly meeting with your students at
your kitchen table. Weekly, help them to understand what
you have determined their week's tasks-to-be and how to
record them for themselves in the age-appropriate one-page
chart. See more suggestions for this process in your year-
plan introduction.
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Many newcomers ask, “How do | make choices from the
educational buffet that is Tapestry?” Qur answer is, "It
depends!” Only you can assess your students’ capacity for
reading, writing, and discussion. We suggest that you look
over the Tapestry lesson plans, make your best guess, and
then begin. So many people have written to tell us that,
though they planned and planned, they never really got
their minds around Tapestry until they had used it for a few
weeks. So our best advice is, “Begin!”

Another well-loved strategy is to begin by using only part
of the program, and then add elements in after a week or
two of gaining momentum into the year. For instance, you
might do only History assignments for the first week, then
add in Literature readings in the next, then start requiring
Geography or Vocabulary work.

You really cannot lose by trying! Tapestry plans offer all
levels at all times, which means ultimate flexibility for you.
In-flight adjustments are a breeze! If you have questions
about where to place your student in reading or writing as-
signments, again, we recommend, “Try and see!” You can so
easily adjust things up or down if you guess wrong.

Note that this is the reason that our Writing assignments
start very slowly in the first few week-plans of each Tapes-
tryyear-plan. Our goal is to facilitate the start-up process
for each year. Taken as a whole, each year-plan’s writing
program is very full. Your student loses nothing by working
slowly in Unit 1 and then spending more and more time on
writing assignments as the year progresses.



More support

We're here to help!

1-800-705-7487 (M—F, 10-4, Eastern)
custserv@tapestryofgrace.com

Lampstand Press
8077 Snouffer School Rd
Gaithersburg, MD 20879

Online Support

We offer a number of venues for online support for our
users. Here are a few places to find one that's just right for
you. Our www.lampstandpress.com/community web page
is the homepage for conversation on our website. From
here, you can access pages such as:

» The Forum: links to our online bulletin board with over
fifty separate forums to help you find what you need to
know quickly and easily.

» Emailgroups: a listing of the unofficial email groups
(mostly hosted through yahoo.com) that you can join to
find support for your homeschool.

» Find a Friend: offers a national map that helps you
quickly and easily find others who are using Tapestry
in your area. Don't see anyone nearby? Try registering
yourself and see who contacts you!

» Tech Support: get the answers you need quickly! Go to
www.tapestryofgrace.com/de — you'll find many ques-
tions already answered, and the contact information you

need to get in touch with live support right away.
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Phone Support

We answer our phones from 10 AM to 4 PM (Eastern time)
every Monday—Friday, except on holidays. Qur friendly
support staff will be more than happy to help you order cur-
riculum or books, answer questions about the curriculum, or
direct you to other means of support.

Monthly Newsletter

Lampstand Press offers a monthly e-newsletter. Create a
free account at www.lampstandpress.com/store and you
will receive the Lampstand Press newsletter. We typically
send these out around the middle of each month. Because
we are a young and dynamic company with lots of news
and special offers, our newsletter is not junk mail!



